
Representative Currey, Senator McCrory, Representative McCarty,
Senator Berthel, Vice Chair Leeper, Vice Chair Winfield, and esteemed
members of the Education Committee, my name is Maria Matos, and I

am the Executive Director for LEAD- Latinos for Educational Advocacy
and Diversity. Thank you for the opportunity to offer my testimony in

strong support of Senate Bill 1096 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE
CHARTER SCHOOL APPROVAL PROCESS.

In 2018 The Connecticut State Board of Education issued initial certificates of

approval for charter schools in Norwalk and  Danbury, but the current charter school

law states that ”The Legislature may appropriate funds to Connecticut State

Department of Education to provide operating grants to charter schools”.

This is where Connecticut’s Charter School Laws are inherently flawed. The way the

law was modified in 2015 created a new dual process for Charter School approval.

The two charter schools that were given the initial certificates of approval are now

stuck in political limbo without the funds to open their schools.

The legislature has failed to appropriate the funds necessary to open these two

schools. The communities that worked so diligently to gain the initial certificates of

approval are now engaged in a bitter political fight with some local legislators to open

their schools. This fight has become particularly bitter and divisive in Danbury where

the mostly Black and Brown community felt ignored and who desperately needed an

educational option.

Shouldn’t the State Board of Education be the expert to approve schools? – and, if we

trust those experts, why isn’t the funding for a charter automatic after the SBE

approves that charter school?

The chaos and bitterness caused by the dual process in Danbury is a perfect example

of the critical flaws in Connecticut’s charter school law.  After six years of struggle

and what is seen by members of the Danbury community as neglect by the governor

and state leaders, the call to fix this broken dual system grows louder.



To the leadership of LEAD, the solution is clear. At the end of the day, we are talking

about a school. LEAD and its coalition partners seek to impress upon the governor

and legislative leaders to correct the injustice that the Danbury community has been

subjected to.

The lessons from Danbury are very clear. To allow an entire community and approved

schools to be blocked indefinitely by local politicians is a horrible way to manage the

educational needs of our state. A better way forward must be explored that trusts

the expertise of the SDE to properly manage the approval and funding of Charter

Schools in the State of Connecticut.

The state of Connecticut needs to re-evaluate how it approves, funds critically, and

manages our public charter schools so that they aren’t seen as competing with our

traditional public schools.

I strongly support S.B. 1096, and I hope the Committee and Connecticut lawmakers

will vote in favor of this bill. Together, we can work for what is best for our children

and communities. In a country of opportunities and freedom, educational options

shall be a must.

Thank you for the opportunity

Kind regards

Maria Matos
Executive Director
LEAD


